Advent
Week Two - Broken Barriers
Sunday, December 7, 2025

1. Eliminated spiritual

“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. "He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know where he comes
from? 3! We know that God doesn't listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those who worship him and do
his will. 32 Ever since the world began, no one has been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. 33 If

this man were not from God, he couldn’t have done it.” 3* “"You were born a total sinner!” they answered.
"Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw him out of the synagogue.”

John 9:30-34 (NLT)
A. Revealed in the

"Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ° And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly afraid. 1° Then the angel said to them, “"Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 1! For there is born to you this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 1?2 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. 3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying: * “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace,
goodwill toward men!” 1% So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the
shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass,
which the Lord has made known to us.”

Luke 2:8-15 (NK1V)

B. Demonstrated by the

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men,
they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”
Acts 4:13 (NIV84)

. Junked privilege.

A. Revealed in

“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, %7 to a virgin pledged to
be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. %8 The angel
went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” ?° Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 3° But the angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 3! You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 3* “"How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, "since I am a
virgin?” 3> The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month.
37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 38 "I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. "May it be to me as
you have said.” Then the angel left her.”

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV84)

B. by Paul.

"I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in Cenchrea. 2 Welcome her in the
Lord as one who is worthy of honor among God’s people. Help her in whatever she needs, for she has
been helpful to many, and especially to me.”

Romans 16:1-2 (NLT)

3. Ended

“"For you [Israel] are a holy people, who belong to the LORD your God. Of all the people on earth, the LORD

your God has chosen you to be his own special treasure.”

Deuteronomy 7:6 (NLT)

A. Access

"I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will
make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles...”
Isaiah 42:6 (NIV84)

B. Revealed in the

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men
from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his
star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”...They entered the house and saw the child with his
mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

Matthew 2:1-2, 11 (NLT)

C. Stressed in

“"For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile— the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all
who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Romans 10:12-13 (NIV84)

Barrier Free Action Steps

Ask:

What barriers have kept me from accepting the full package?

Who (person/group) have I kept a barrier with, and why?

Commit:

I will cross one of those barriers this week, trusting that God will lead me (name it).



